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Across Campus
NCMC visits campus  
to explore sustainability 
connections
Students and faculty members 
from North Central Michigan 
College toured Grand Valley 
November 11 to learn more about 
the university’s sustainability 
programs and make connections 
between work being done at both 
institutions.
Kerri Finlayson, professor of 
anthropology and sociology at 
NCMC, said the two-year college in 
Petoskey began an Environmental 
and Sustainability Studies program 
this year.
“We have a lot of students who 
transfer to Grand Valley and it’s 
nice to visit the campus and hear 
examples of how we can improve 
our program,” Finlayson said.
She was joined by colleague 
Seamus Norgaard and six students 
from NCMC.
Representatives from Grand Valley 
departments — Environmental Studies, Natural 
Resources Management, Bicycle Repair 
Shop, Surplus Store, Traverse City Regional 
Center, and Facilities Services — gave short 
presentations that highlighted the university’s 
commitment to sustainability.
The group toured the Mary Idema Pew 
Library and heard from a reference liaison, and 
also visited the Sustainable Agriculture Project.
University earns service 
award from Gilda’s Club
Grand Valley received the 2016 Service 
Award from Gilda’s Club Grand Rapids. The 
award was presented November 15 at the third 
Annual Gilda’s Night of Gratitude at Thousand 
Oaks Golf Club in Grand Rapids.
Paul Stansbie, associate dean of the College 
of Community and Public Service, accepted 
the award on the university’s behalf. Grand 
Valley has been a longtime supporter of Gilda’s 
Club with several students, faculty and staff 
members from various departments, clubs and 
organizations volunteering their time.
Gilda’s Night of Gratitude celebrates award 
Symposium spotlights immigrants, refugees
Panelists at the third annual Padnos/Sarosik Civil Discourse Symposium 
told their own stories of coming to America as immigrants or working to 
support immigrants and refugees find their place in Michigan.
The event was held November 10 at the Eberhard Center. Anne Hiskes, 
dean of the Brooks College of Interdisciplinary Studies, said she hoped 
the timing of the symposium encouraged participants “to move beyond 
the divisiveness of the presidential election and work together to support 
immigrants.”
Jack Mangala, Padnos/Sarosik professor for civil discourse, said the 
symposium expanded on his course, “Immigration: Think Global, Act 
Local.” Students in the class have discussed opportunities and challenges 
that immigrants face, and they have connected with local organizations 
that support that community.
Mangala, a native of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, also said he 
challenged students to find their own immigration story.
“I’ve asked them to find a personal link that connects them or their 
family to the larger immigration story,” he said. “At its core, civil discourse 
is about this need we all have to be heard and understood. It requires a 
shift from the argument culture — so dominant in today’s society — to a 
Photo by Jess Weal
Panelist Amer Zahr answers a question during the Padnos/Sarosik Civil Discourse 
Symposium November 10 at the Eberhard Center. Lupe Ramos-Montigny is second 
from right.continues on page 4
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker
North Central Michigan College faculty members Kerri Finlayson 
and Seamus Norgaard (middle row, center) and six students met 
Grand Valley faculty and staff members who are involved in campus 
sustainability efforts. continues on page 2
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Anne Jbara, Staff Attorney 
and FIOA Coordinator
For Anne Jbara, no two workdays look the 
same. Some days, she is working on a variety 
of legal issues facing Grand Valley. Other days, 
Jbara finds herself sorting through the Freedom 
of Information Act requests that arrive at the 
university. Yet, through all the variety, one thing 
stays the same: she is excited to be a part of the 
campus community.
Jbara is the staff attorney and Freedom of 
Information Act coordinator for the Division of 
Legal, Compliance and Risk Management. 
Her new position helps Jbara practice many 
different kinds of law. Jbara can spend a lot of 
time learning specifics for one particular case 
that may never arise again. A key part of her job 
is getting to know people at the university and 
learning the best way to help them.
“It’s not like you can read about and get 
everything you needed to know about Grand 
Valley,” Jbara said. “There’s a lot you learn from 
being at the university and working with people 
here.”
Jbara’s co-workers have helped her 
understand the nuances associated with 
working at the university.
“There are 
incredibly smart 
people who work 
here, but no one is 
ostentatious,” Jbara 
said. “There is a 
mutual effort to make 
the university, and the 
individuals within it, 
successful.”
Prior to coming 
to the university, 
Jbara worked at the 
Legal Assistance 
Center, a non-
profit organization 
that assists people 
seeking to solve basic legal problems. She 
moved to Grand Rapids in 2012, with her 
husband, Brian. 
Together, they spend most of their time on 
their favorite hobby: parenting their 2-year-old 
daughter. When she does find free time, Jbara 
likes to cook, travel and write.
Jbara earned a law degree from Indiana 
University in 2012. As an undergraduate student, 
she studied creative writing and French at 
Illinois Wesleyan University.
GVFaces
winners for their support 
in raising awareness of 
the need for emotional 
support for people with 
cancer. Awards were 
also given for corporate 
engagement, community 
partnership, and “Spirit 
of Gilda.”
Some of the campus 
groups and organizations 
supporting Gilda’s Club 
include GVSU South 
Apartments, Women’s 
Center, Alumni, GVSU 
Latin Alumni, Delta 
Zeta Sorority, GVSU 
Golf Teams and GVSU 
Softball.
Students from 
hospitality and tourism management, social work, nursing, occupational 
therapy, English and writing have all volunteered their time for Gilda’s Club 
events.
Career Center offers grants  
for internships
The Career Center is accepting proposals for Internship Mini Grants. 
These grants can be used to create or enhance internship programming 
within academic areas. 
Previous grants have been used to create internship courses and course 
content; execute networking events between faculty members, employers 
and students; conduct employer outreach; and design and produce 
internship materials for employers and students.
In one year, IMG funding has helped academic areas cultivate 45 new 
employer relationships, strengthen 122 existing employer relationships, and 
generate 264 student internships (directly and indirectly).
Complete details about the IMG can be found at www.gvsu.edu/
careers/img. The deadline to submit proposals is December 7.
Brooks College hosts visiting scholar
Dayu Liu is a visiting scholar from China who plans to spend the 
academic year at Grand Valley researching the evolution of his country’s 
government in the years following World War II.
Liu moved with his family to Allendale in 
the summer. He earned a research grant from 
the China Scholarship Council through Hunan 
University of Science and Technology, where 
he works as a professor. He plans to research 
Western sources for upcoming projects.
Liu’s host department for the year is Area 
and Global Studies. Patrick Shan, professor of 
history and east Asian studies, serves as Liu’s 
translator. Liu earned a doctoral degree from 
Nanjing University in 2007. His mentor was Chen 
Hongmin, a Chinese historian who also visited 
Grand Valley and gave a presentation on Chiang 
Kai-shek in 2009.
Liu said Western research sources give a 
different perspective of Chinese history. His 
scholarly work focuses on the administrative 
management of China’s government from 1945-1949. Liu hopes to publish 
an article and a book on that topic. He is enjoying spending time at the 
Mary Idema Pew Library and accessing e-books and databases.
Liu has met with international students from China and Grand Valley 
students who are interested in China. He keeps office hours in his Lake 
Ontario Hall office to welcome students who want to talk to him about 
Chinese history or culture; he can be contacted at liudayu@gvsu.edu.
He said he hopes his visit strengthens the relationship between Grand 
Valley and HNUST, and added that his university recently established a 
college of international education.
Koeze-Weed wins energy competition
Housing and Residence Life held an energy competition for students 
living on campus to promote sustainability, reduce costs and create a 
sense of community. 
The competition is held in October and February. The living center with 
Dayu Liu
continued from page 1
At right, Paul Stansbie, associate dean of the College of 
Community and Public Service, accepts a service award 
from Gilda’s Club Grand Rapids. He is pictured with 
Wendy Wigger and Michael Bohnsack, Gilda’s Club 
president and board member, respectively.
continues on page 3
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What’s Ahead
Health Forum panelists  
will discuss opioid abuse
Panelists will discuss the opioid abuse epidemic at the next Health 
Forum of West Michigan event. These monthly events are hosted by 
Grand Valley’s Vice Provost for Health, and the Midwest Interprofessional 
Practice, Education and Research Center.
“The State of Opioid Abuse in West Michigan” is set for Friday, 
December 2, from 8-9:30 a.m. in the L. William Seidman Center. A light 
breakfast will begin at 7:30 a.m. It is free and open to the public; RSVP 
online at www.gvsu.edu/vphealth.
Panelists will discuss the epidemic at the state and local level, detail 
the law enforcement perspective and identify area services that can offer 
resources.
Panelists are Steve Alsum, executive director of the Grand Rapids Red 
Project; Tom Burns, special agent for the Drug Enforcement Agency; Mark 
Hall, medical director for Kent County Health Department; and Michelle 
Young, Kent County undersheriff. The moderator will be Michael Bouthillier, 
director of operations for Ferris State University-College of Pharmacy.
More information is available online at www.gvsu.edu/vphealth.
Science on Tap will feature  
biomedical sciences faculty member
The link between deadly epidemics of the past and modern medicine 
will be explored at the next Science on Tap event, sponsored by 
Biomedical Sciences.
“Plagues, Death and Human History,” is set for December 8 at 8 p.m. at 
the SpeakEZ Lounge, 600 Monroe Ave. NW in Grand Rapids.
Kathryn Haley, assistant professor of biomedical sciences, will discuss 
diseases like the black death from 14th century Europe and their impact 
on shaping and propelling modern medicine. She will also analyze the 
molecular arsenal deployed by pathogens.
For more information about the events, contact the Biomedical 
Sciences office at x13318, or find the series on Facebook. 
Across Campus
the lowest percentage of energy use compared to its three-year average 
for that month, is the winner. The winning building receives a prize, which 
in the past has been energy efficient televisions and other sustainable 
options.
The Koeze-Weed Living Center won the competition in October with 76 
percent of total average energy consumption. The combined cost savings 
was $6,742 or an 8 percent reduction. 
Adam Tate, facilities manager for Housing and Residence Life, said 26 of 
the 32 eligible living centers were below three-year averages. 
Facilities Services has teamed with Energy Management and the Office 
of Sustainability to host the competition since 2006. Tate said, over time, 
the generated energy savings totaled $89,407, with an annual savings of 
$7,450.
“We also see a reduction in costs in the following month as the energy 
conserving habits carry over,” Tate said.
Partnership with MDEQ offers 
environmental education resources
The College of Education has partnered with the Michigan Department 
of Environmental Quality to develop and roll out a new online education 
resource for teachers. The learning modules include videos and resources 
to help state educators teach students about key environmental issues 
such as water quality, land use and climate change. 
The modules, or Michigan Environmental 
Education Curriculum Support, are a part of PBS 
LearningMedia. PBS LearningMedia offers free 
digital content designed to support technology 
and digital resource integration into the classroom. 
The College of Education and WGVU Public Media 
began a partnership with PBS LearningMedia in 
2014.
“Expanding this partnership to include MDEQ will 
give teachers access to vital environmental learning 
materials,” said Michael Fillman, WGVU education 
coordinator. “Teachers will be able to utilize inquiry-
oriented, data-based lessons in science and social 
studies to enhance learning for students.” 
The online modules contain seven Michigan-
specific units which provide an opportunity for students in grades 3-9 to 
learn about the state’s economy and environment. The units have been 
field tested by 120 teachers in more than 200 Michigan classrooms. The 
units can be used individually, adopted into a school’s multi-year science 
curricula or combined to form the basis for an integrated science course.
“I can use the curriculum to make my current lessons more visual, more 
hands-on and more inquiry-based,” said Robert Barrett, an environmental 
science teacher at West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science. “It 
lays out plans and activities that have clear goals and a solid procedure for 
rolling lessons out to my students.” 
To learn more about the MEECS online work, visit www.wgvu.
pbslearningmedia.org/collection/meecs/.
Alumni updates get new website
Alumni updates, the news briefs about careers, marriages, births or 
adoptions printed in Grand Valley Magazine, have moved online.
Now called “Laker Landings,” Grand Valley alumni can post their 
information at www.gvsu.edu/lakerlandings.
Chris Barbee, director of Alumni Relations, said moving alumni updates 
online allows for more timely information and additional updates. Alumni 
may now submit updates of the following types: Anniversary, Award/
Recognition, Birth/Adoption, Community Involvement, Job Update, 
Military Service, and Wedding. The site is searchable and allows users to 
upload photos.
The “In Memoriam” section of alumni deaths will continue to be printed 
in Grand Valley Magazine, as will a sampling of Laker Landings. This 
change will be effective in the winter 2017 issue.
continued from page 2
Michael Fillman
Students support Sanctuary Campus 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker
About 70 people gathered at the Cook Carillon Tower on the 
Allendale Campus November 16 in support of a national movement 
called #sanctuarycampus, which calls for people to unite to support 
undocumented students, as well as students of color and LGBTQ 
students. The campus event was organized by the Black Student Union 
and Latino Student Union organizations.
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Figen Mekik, professor of geology, was interviewed by Earth Magazine 
for a story about the paleoceanographic significance of a study by alumna 
Jody Wychech, which was published in the journal Geology. 
Sketches
Amy Russell, associate professor of biology, wrote an article, “Improving 
Spatio-temporal Benefit Transfers for Pest Control by Generalist Predators 
in Cotton in the Southwestern U.S.,” published in the International Journal 
of Biodiversity Science, Ecosystem Services and Management.
Cindy Bartman, standardized patient program coordinator, obtained her 
renewal as a certified health care simulation educator, one of 700 in the 
profession.
Kay Losey, professor of writing, chaired and gave presentations, 
“Using Student L1 Knowledge in the Teaching of L2 Writing” and “Does 
Code-switching Improve Student Writing? Examining the Effectiveness 
Question,” at the Symposium on Second Language Writing in Tempe, 
Arizona.
Ellen Adams, assistant professor, Honors College, gave a presentation, 
“’It is of No Use to Dawdle over a Canvas:’ How Mathias Alten Painted 
Michigan,’” at the Calvin College Center Art Gallery.
Jeffrey Wing, assistant professor of public health, wrote an article, 
“Short-term Exposures to Ambient Air Pollution and Risk of Recurrent 
Ischemic Stroke,” published in Environmental Research.
Rob Franciosi, professor of English, gave a presentation, “Holocaust 
Rescuers: Our Brothers Keepers,” at Cranbrook Schools in Bloomfield Hills.
Szymon Machajewski, affiliate faculty member of computing and 
information systems, gave a presentation, “Building Inclusive University 
Culture by Gameful Design of Teaching,” at the Lilly Conference on 
Evidence-Based Teaching and Learning in Traverse City. 
Timothy Eernisse, director of development and marketing for WGVU 
Public Media, gave a presentation, “Never Too Small to Succeed: Major 
Gifts for Every-Sized Station,” at the Public Media Development and 
Marketing Conference.
Kim Shefferly, assistant business development manager for WGVU 
Public Media, and Jennifer Moss, host for WGVU Public Media, were 
honored as Women of Achievement at the YWCA Tribute Awards.
Sok Kean Khoo, associate professor of cell and molecular biology, 
gave a presentation, “Biological Changes and Behaviors: Understanding 
Parkinson’s Disease and Dementia,” at the Pathway to Caregiving 
Conference. She also participated in a panel discussion.
Scholar-in-residence brings varied 
background to position
Daniel Holt, associate professor of 
management at Mississippi State University, is 
serving as the 2016-2017 Family Owned Business 
Institute Scholar-in-Residence in the Seidman 
College of Business. He is the second person to 
be named to the position.
Holt has an eclectic background with 
degrees in electrical engineering, environmental 
management, human resource development, and 
management. He is a retired U.S. Air Force officer, 
having worked for 20 years as an engineer all 
over the world, from Myrtle Beach to Uzbekistan, 
earning a bronze star for his service in the Middle 
East.
He earned a bachelor’s degree in electrical 
engineering from the University of Louisville, 
a master’s degree in human resources management from Webster 
University, a master’s degree in engineering and environmental 
management from the Air Force Institute of Technology and a doctorate in 
management from Auburn University. 
Holt is also a licensed panhandler, bartender, bulldozer operator and 
graphologist. He has shared his research on family firm management, 
innovative thinking and organizational analysis in more than 35 
publications.
Daniel Holt
culture that favors dialogue and deliberation.”
Lupe Ramos-Montigny, member of Michigan 
State Board of Education, was among the 
panelists. Born in Texas, Ramos-Montigny was 
a first-generation U.S. citizen and used to travel 
with her family to northern Michigan as a young 
girl to pick cherries.
Like other panelists, Ramos-Montigny said 
she was concerned about immigration reform 
under Donald Trump’s administration. She 
discussed the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) act as a policy that might 
be in jeopardy. DACA offers protection from 
deportation to eligible immigrant youth.
“As an educator, I know students are worried 
about what might happen to them and their 
parents,” she said. 
Other panelists were Raquel Garcia 
Andersen, director of partnerships and 
community outreach for Global Detroit; Susan 
E. Reed, managing attorney for Michigan 
Immigrant Rights Center; Kizombo Kalumbula, 
pastor of family life for Tabernacle Community 
Church; Anh Nguyet Tran, president of Liaison 
Linguistics; and Amer Zahr, adjunct professor 
for University Detroit Mercy School of Law.
Panelists express concern about immigration reform
continued from page 1
Veterans honored at 
annual event
Grand Valley celebrated students, faculty and 
staff members who are active military members 
or veterans during the sixth annual Veterans 
Day breakfast November 11. 
During the event at the Alumni House, Grand 
Valley President Thomas J. Haas, a retired 
captain in the U.S. Coast Guard, thanked all 
veterans at Grand Valley who served in the U.S. 
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines and Coast Guard. 
There are 668 student veterans and dependents 
attending Grand Valley. 
“We are able to be here and be a part of this 
nation because of your attention to service, 
devotion to leadership and respect for each 
other,” said Haas. “Grand Valley is committed 
to supporting veterans and service members 
and helping them succeed during their time at 
Grand Valley.” 
Grand Valley has received national 
recognition for its commitment to veterans. 
Most recently, the university was selected as a 
top school in the 2017 Military Education and 
Transition Magazine’s Guide to Colleges and 
Universities. For the second year, the university 
received gold status — the highest status — 
from the Michigan Veterans Affairs Agency 
for its dedication to student veterans and 
dependents of the G.I. Bill and other education 
benefits.
Across Campus
Students, faculty and staff members observe Veterans 
Day at a breakfast November 11 at the Alumni House.
